ERYTHROMELALGIA

BY O. W. PICKERING, M.B., M.R.C'.P.

ASSISTANT, DUPARTMUNT or CLINICAL  RKSKAKCH,
Luc'TURKR IN CARDIOVASCULAR PATHOLOGY, UNIVERSITY
CoLU'GH HOSPITAL, LONDON

I'ACiK

1.  DEFINITION                                                                           188

2.  AIJTIOLOGY AND PATllOCJUNKSIS                                    189

3.  SYMPTOMS AND SIGNS                                                      191

4.  DIAGNOSIS                                                                            192

5.  PROGNOSIS                                                                            192

6.  TREATMENT                  -                                                       192

may also he made to the following titles:
ARTERIAL DISHASK AND      CHILBLAINS

DEGENERATION                   HR YT1 1ROCY ANOSIS

RAYNAUirS IMSliASH

l-DEFINITION
445.J Erythromelalgia is a condition in which one or more extremities
arc red, and arc the source of burning pain which is induced by depend-
ency and by warmth and is relieved by elevation and by cold,
Historical       Under the title of fca rare vaso-motor neurosis of the extremities' Weir
"oie              Mitchell in 1878 collected five cases of his own and five described by
others of the condition which he named erythromclalgia, Recent work
leaves little doubt that, as illustrated by the cases of Weir Mitchell and
others after him, crythromclalgia is not so much a disease as a symptom-
complex expressing a certain state of the skin which may arise from
several distinct causes. Some authors have attempted to separate
from erylhromelalgia those cases, such as those of oblitcrativc vascular
disease, in which the cause is known; but this is to ignore the pathological
changes underlying the condition and to give a false sense of unity to
the cases to which they would restrict the term. It seems that the name
erythromelalgia must either disappear or must be used to describe cases
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